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Br* Ferdinand DURCAKSKT 



Political actlTi^ until March H.1939* 



Dr.Fordlnaivl DOilCAl^SXy waa bom on DoceMbar 18^ 1906 in Hajoc* He became 
deputy tor ^o "Ltvdova atrana" (Peojile** party) - HSI^S - in the Caeohoslovak 
Parliament* The mdinbers of the ilnrat Slov^ autonoosarua goremaant^ appointed by 
the central gerrentnent In Prague, headed by* Goa. Syrovy mro > for the HSLS - 
Dr*Fexdinand Bnreanfily, CEHKAK for the agrarian party and TSFLiKSXX axul LICHHSl. 
This owent took place in Prague on October 7# 1938* 

Duroansby together irlth Tiso, Mach and the rest of the Slorak fascist ps3>« 
eonalities, approve on Febroaxy 8^ 1938 the agreement about a mntuaX coarse of 
the and the ^P ( Sudetendeatsche Fartel)# This agreennrt was aigned by 
Andre J Elinka vitb K«H»Frank« Axnost Eundt and Xng* Fr» Eazmasln, the leader of 
the Slovak Oermans* Into this agreement was also l^orporated the nnitad Hungarian 
party of Sste^diaai* Xonedlately after the Ansohloss of Austria Dureazusby and Uach 
negotiated In Fienna with the Hudetendeutsche Helmtbond throu^ Rudolf Favrni 
the purpose of these negotiations , being the destruction of CaechoalovakiB» He 
al^ took part in the organising of a boss rctUy of the fiSLS in Bratislara ott 
June S, 1938 , during which* the agreement of alliance was proclaimed between the 
USSR atid Cae^oalorakia* He prepared a mesnorandnai for the InBedlate orectloa of 
a Slovak autonoBy which was sent to Lord Eunciman, with the knowledge that this 
wUX hmaa the international position of Gsechoslavakla« In .Tizly 1938 they wexw 
among the founders of the **Hlinko\ra garda* into which they Inoosporated (as a 
cadre) »e>d>era of the former anti^-state organisation ’^Tura's Roddbrasa"* in sumoar 
1938 they sent to Prague deputy Stefan Hasslk as a pexmonant representatlTe of the 
KSL^* Swik was also aotlTe as the Xlalson mn between the HSLS axid the leaders 
of Henlein's party> On S^teober 19# 1938# xxpon the requert of the Oezwan minister 
for Foreign Affairs# Ribb^xtrop# Burcans]^ agreed with the proposal to present to 
the constitutional authorltije's of Csechoslovaki& such radical demands which would 
bring about a change of the dsmooratlc Instltutloos of the Republic (Br«Benos) 
and also wnfuim Table requests to prime minister Br»Hodjuu Together with Tiso# 

Mach and. the others they called a neeting of the eaoactftlTB ooanlttee of the HSLS 
for Ootober $ wad 6# 1938 to Zlllna# where a plan was worked, out on the baala of 
which they forced the transfer of gonremamt and ezacutive power and later also 
the legislative poser to Slovakia* Immediately affeer October 6, 1938 they dissolved 
the ooananist par^# the Social denooratlc party and forbade the activity of the 
Slovak Bational perty» The other parties ( agrarian# tradesman party etc*) merged 
with the B5I5* Ry official decree thay allowed the ac'^vity of the KUnkova garda 
and axmsd Tuka*s Bodobrana* AH the properties of the dissolved gymnastic asso-» 
olations were transferred to the HUnkova garda* He took pert in the holding 

of eXeortlcDS on BecmdMT 16# 1938 Into the Slovak autonomeus FarlioBisnt according 
to the iwttam of Rasism and bolahevism ( one party without oppositloi)* In the 
press and radio ha p rovoked hatred and antagoioieBi against the jem* In Ootober 1938 
Buroansly and Mach visited Segres^InqDart In Vienna and the f oHovlng day Herman 
Ooexlng in BWlln# where they presented the request that Oozw&iy should sdd Slovakia 
to br eak assy trim Caeohoslcvalda* At this occasion they ’prtaBlsed that an Indepen* 
SBKt dent Slovakia would be in olose ooopersti^ with Qermaiy in mllitaxy# poHi* 
tloal and econotolc matters* On October 26#193^. th^ discussed the sazsa zaatRer in 
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kunich together with xiso cuod Ribbentrop, Later they* confered also with other 
Qeroan and Croatian Xasdsta* In October 1938 theor the Cormrnnent of the 

third Belch and ih&t of f aeclet Italy to decide about xps the requert of Huncaxy 
about ceding eoaae Caechoalomk teirltoly* Ke took part with Xiao and 2)r»Sjnio (the 
representatiTe of the i^^ague goyer a nent - hiniatry of Foreign affairs) In the 
diiouseions with the Hungaidana at Kommo, with the Hungarian minister of foreign 
affairs - Kaaja» Foil owing this the antlre eouthom part of Slovakia was ceded to 
Hungaxy on November 2j 1938* 

In Febzuaxy 193P> hehlnd the back of the official JVague Govemaentj 
Doroaiudy and Tleo^ together with others^ cansnsoced direct preparations for the 
break with CaechoaXovakia* They sent to Berlin a doXegatlon of econo^ and poll* 
ttcal officials for the purpose of working out with Qoering the conditloDs of 
ooonowlc cooperation between Slovakia and Gensany* Together with Uach they pa3>- 
suadad ludovlt Vatnansky to step the attacks against Csechoelovakia within 
the fkatnework of the l^ovak broadcasts frooi Vienna tod to prove that it Is 1 a» 
poesiblo for Caechs tod Slovaks to cooperate in one imxtual state and streto the 
li^>ort«nce to create an independent Slovak state* During the first h alf of Uaxch 
1939# when the ^enaans were organlning unrests and distozbanoes on the terrltotzy 
of tto U^Bepublic, Dorcanslcy ty his unnine steps and political brought 

abeot soch an Inteznal politioal situatiw between Uarch 9-12»1939j that It was 
easy for the Oeman officials to nmka use of it militarily and politically to 
take aeasiires against Cseohoslovakia* Together with Uiich they called to Slovakia 
group® bf trained Oervion terrorists who were sipposed to cocecute attespts on tho 
lifss of political offidalfl of the opposition* They tebk charge and accepted ftusa 
the Oeraans explosiveB at Petrsalka^ which were later use<U On Karuh 10,1939 « 
(llsediata3y after Uarch 7 whan the I^ragus gonremment and Tisos's autonobous 
guvi#rnutent were dissolved) Dr^Dardanslgr went to Vienna and in broadcasts exhorbed 
the nation to resistance against Czechoslovakia and the Blinko?^ garda* Re ordered 
theoft to accept only his requests azxl to take over the power* The saas day he 
Bade arrangeaents for Hitler to send his plenipohentlaiy to Bratislava to discuss 
the break of Slovakia Anoot Csechoslcnrakia* Ha also sent a msmarandua Sfx vdilch 
he protested In the txam of the Slovak govwmtasnt agalnsi the st^ taken'by the 
official government in ftwgue end asked for assistande of the OezBsn g o v enMW Xtt for 
an independrai Slovakia* On Raroh 13, 1939 Dorcanaky end Tisp had discussionjs in 
Berlla With Hlbbcntrpp, Hitler and others aboiit the break of Slovakia f^esa Czeoho* 
alovakla* 




After the proolamiitlon of the so-called Independ^axt Slovak state on 
Haroh Il(, 1939 ly Ihe Slowdc Farllaasnt, Dr*Ferdiand Duroansky aooepted 
T^XUsiSatx cf glirlster of interior* Re brought about the abandomaant of the demo- 
cntlo flystea In Slovakia whioh resulted in the creation of a”dictatoz'-like reglB 
fn ^Slovakia, on the pattern of the Kasl regia and the cloees^ coeperotiob with 
Nasl-OeTBany* On Ihduh 17# 1939 he signed an agreen ant with Hungary aboiit cession 
of a' part of southern Slovakia to Hungaxy* Dareansky and Tiso agreed that the 
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Oernuuia ahould dlcMum ty Xozroe all Slovak ndlitaiy garrisons in irestem Slovakia 
and that the Oennan axsQr ehonld take charge of the mllitazT' factoriea at PubnlM 
ai3d Povasska 3yvtrica« The also agreed that the Geraian am^ should take over and 
tranajort to Oamaz^ all fidlitaxT- mtexial^ weapons, gasoline, aixtanobiles etc* 

In the value of over 2 hniioas Kcs, which conslderab^ increased the stocks of 
the Qeziran vrt^ and deeraasad the Slovak national property* They also gave their 
consent for Oexioan consultant to be appointed to the kinlstzy of Kational Defexisa 
in the fona of a irilitaxy adesian# In August 193? they oon^eted dlscxisslons and 
Tlso finally signed an agreement about the so-called defense sons in western 
Slovakia which rendered Oermaiy outstanding assistance for the future condaot of 
the war against Poland and the USSR*Betneen Usfoh X6 and 23, 19$9 Purcanskr »at 
with HemLi Ooering and signed an agreem e nt with him about econonic and political 
ooQpez^ion and inteiSstate pa^nents between the so-called Protectorate Bohanla » 
Horavia and Slovakia* 

In 19k0 he took part at on agreement trherehy Slovakia undertook to send 
wcskera to Oexsnany i 100*000 - 120*000 persons), who were forced to work In the 
!Hiird Belch in different cities under dangerous conditions* It Is necessaxy to 
add that the Slovak state accepted tha obligation to pay in Slovak currency at 
hosoe whatever the workers could save In Germany, cut of funds of the Naticuxal bank* 




Purcanslgr as a jaanber of the govemwent of the Slovak state gave his 
consent together with others to reconstruct state hlghnays, bridges axid railroads 
so that they-eould serve Oermaxy for military purposes and transport of material 
and perooQon^ for their attack against Tugoalavla and, Qreece In 19lil* He also 
participated An the rrUitary preparations against the western allies and the U5SH* 
He agrrcd to send against the GSSE a corps in the s trength of 2 divldions (f ast and 
tech nical ) and together with others declared war on the USA on December 12, 19lil 
and also on Oroat Britain* He was also oo-responslhle that Slovakia signed the 
* Three power pact** 



Dorcansly ardently camouflaged *^0 true foots and declared, espeelsUy 
during the time of the Slovak uprising in 19U;-19li^, that the Slovak state is 
Indepondent, praised Adolf Hitler, the Oersun Reich, uttered slander against the 
western powers axsd their gcrvemnent inetltutlonB* Already then, when it was clear 
th every one that the fall of R^d. Qermaty end consequently that of the so-called 
Slovak state is linminent, he began to make ^eechbs the unacceptanoe 

of a iwzurwal of a Ceechpelovak state and praised and defended the Idea of a Slovak 
state# 

In this period Dr»Dureansky was also guilty, ae ywinift tAy of foreign 
affairs, that he took part in the oniehlng of the Slovak uprising, when thousand 
of persona were liquidated by the BG, and \y the Germane, without ary court 
procedure* Together with the chief of the propaganda office T* J*0aspar he cod* 
ducted a propaganda in the press and on the radio and through leaflets against 
the inaurgents , branding them as traltarB, baxkLits and orlminale* They tisled 
to persuade the Insurgent soldiers to desert end also slgnad an agreement in secre * 
cy whereby Slovakia stq>plled the Qexman any and this action caused a loes of sotae 
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